[Cardiocirculatory disturbances after surgery of carcinoma of the thoracic esophagus].
From 1976 to 1985, 277 cases of carcinoma of the esophagus were resected in the Second Department of Surgery, Tohoku University School of Medicine. Postoperative cardiocirculatory disturbances occurred in 114 cases (41.2%), arrhythmia being the disturbance most frequently observed (86.8%). Low cardiac output syndrome occurred in 8 cases and myocardial infarction occurred in 3 cases. The majority of the cases were treated successfully, but 5 patients died within one month after operation. Causes of death were as follows: myocardial infarction, constrictive pericarditis, cardiac tamponade, non-occlusive mesenteric ischemia and acute cardiac failure. Postoperative arrhythmia occurred mainly up to the third postoperative day. Low cardiac output syndrome occurred just after operation or on the first postoperative day. All cases of myocardial infarction occurred on the first postoperative day. The rate of occurrence of cardiocirculatory disturbances in aged patients (greater than or equal to 70) was significantly higher than other group (less than or equal to 69), (56.7%:38.1%, p less than 0.05). The rate of occurrence of cardiocirculatory disturbances in patients who had a history of hypertension or in patients with abnormal preoperative electrocardiographic findings were relatively higher than those in patients who had no history of hypertension or in patients with no abnormal preoperative electrocardiographic findings. The rate of occurrence of cardiocirculatory disturbances in patients who had undergone total resection of the thoracic esophagus was significantly higher than that in patients who had undergone partial resection of the thoracic esophagus (42.8%:23.8%, p less than 0.05).(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)